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GUAEDIAN'S  EEPOET. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  constituting 
the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago: 

The  Board  of .  Guardians  of  the  Chicago  Reform  School 
have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  herewith  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  School  for  the  eighteen  months  preced- 
ing the  first  day  of  May  instant,  being  the  sixth  general 
report  in  course. 

The  Reform  School  was  first  organized  about  the  first  of 
October,  A.  D.  1855,  and  the  first  report  made  by  the  Super- 
intendent was  for  the  twelve  months  preceding  the  first  day 
of  October,  A.  D.  1856.  The  annual  reports  of  the  Superin- 
tendent which  have  subsequently  been  made  have  conformed 
as  to  time  to  the  one  first  made,  making  the  annual  statement 
of  affairs  close  with  the  month  of  September.  So  much  em- 
barassment  resulted  from  having  the  fiscal  year  of  the  Insti- 
tution difi"erent  from  that  of  the  city,  that  the  Board  deter- 
mined to  conform  the  expiration  of  the  fiscal  year  of  the 
Institution  to  that  of  the  city,  and  accordingly  instead  of 
having  a  report  from  the  Superintendent  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  we  now  present  one  for 
the  eighteen  months  expiring  the  30th  April  ultimo.  Here- 
after the  reports  will  be  made  annually,  conforming  with  the 
fiscal  year  of  the  city. 

The  Board  take  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  the  Common 
Council  this  record  of  the  transactions  of  the  School  for  the 
last  eighteen  months.     At  no  time  since  the  organization  of 
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the  Institution  have  its  affairs  been  managed  more  success- 
fully, or  the  results  accomplished  been  more  satisfactory.  The 
health  of  the  inmates  has  never  been  so  good.  The  discipline 
of  the  School  seems  to  be  as  perfect  as  under  the  circumstan- 
ces seems  possible.  The  amount  of  work  done  is  most  encour- 
aging, and  when  the  fact  that  just  as  soon  as  a  boy  gets  to  be 
of  any  value  as  a  laborer  he  is  discharged  or  bound  out  is 
taken  into  consideration,  the  results  shown  are  striking.  It 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  so  long  as  the  School  is  made  uj), 
so  far  as  the  great  mass  is  concerned  of  recent  comers,  a  large 
portion  of  tender  years,  all  of  indolent,  undisciplined  and 
vicious  habits,  that  much  can  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
useful  and  profitable  work.  That  the  Superintendent  is  able 
to  show  such  considerable  results  from  the  labor  of  the  boys, 
as  are  set  forth  in  his  report,  is  a  matter  of  congratulation. 

The  Board  beg  leave  again  to  urge  the  necessity  of  making 
provision,  by  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  for  the  proper 
care  of  the  many  very  young  lads  who  are  constantly  finding 
their  way  into  the  Institution.  Large  numbers  of  little  boys 
under  the  age  of  ten  years  are  sent  to  the  School  solely  for 
the  want  of  proper  parental  care.  In  most  cases  these  chil- 
dren are  as  innocent  in  character,  and  require  as  little  care  or 
correction,  as  children  of  the  same  age  in  the  ordinary  walks 
of  life.  It  seems  to  be  an  outrage  that  these  little  fellows 
should  be  exposed  to  the  contaminating  and  hurtful  influence 
of  the  large  boys,  steeped  in  crime  and  educated  in  villainy, 
who  are  brought  to  the  school  for  reformatory  discipline.  The 
Board  has  long  urged  that  authority  to  erect  proper  buildings 
for  this  class  of  boys  be  given,  and  now  again  beg  to  press 
the  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

Of  the  necessity  for  the  erection  of  the  branch  Reform 
School  for  girls,  authorized  by  the  late  act  of  the  Legislature, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  here.  The  Board  of  Guar- 
dians have  repeatedly  pressed  the  matter  upon  the  attention 
of  the  city  authorities,  but  whilst  conceding  the  necessity  for 
such  an  Institution,  the  City  has  plead  its  financial  inability 
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to  establish  it.  In  view  of  the  increasing  necessity  for  such 
a  school,  and  the  unanimous  desire  of  all  classes  of  citizens 
for  its  immediate  establishment,  the  propriety  of  authorizing 
the  Board  to  proceed  at  once  to  organize  and  put  it  into  suc- 
cessful operation  seems  obvious. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

MARK  SKINNER,  President. 

Joseph  H.  Gray,  Secretary. 
Chicago,  May,  1862. 
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To  the  Board  of  Giuardians : 

Gentlemen  : — According  to  a  resolution  of  your  Board  it 
becomes  mj  duty  at  this  time  to  present  to  you  the  Sixth 
Report  of  this  Institution,  containing  an  account  of  its  aifairs 
and  management  for  the  past  eighteen  months,  viz  :  from 
October  1,  1860,  to  April  1,  1862. 

Total  number  of  inmates  received  into  the  Institution 

since  its  opening,  Nov.  30,  1855 618 

Number  in  connection  with  the  School  Oct.  1,  1860,  190 

Number  committed  during  past  eighteen  months 9-4 

"        re-committed         "  "  "  5 

"        who  returned  for  a  home   "  "  4 

"        of  runaways  returned        "  "  13 

306 


Returned  because  improperly  committed 2 

"         on  order  of  the  Court 19 

"         to  care  of  parents 7 

"         as  incorrigible 2 

Kept  by  parents  when  trusted 2 

Died 1 

Escaped 23 

Honorably  discharged 31 

In  connection  with  the  School  April  1,  1862 219 


306 


10  SIXTH    REPOKT   OF   THE 

Of  the  number  in  connection  with  the  school  there 

are  employed  in  different  departments 147 

Absent  on  monthly  tickets  of  leave 72 

219 


Tickets  of  leave  have  been  granted  during  the  past 

eighteen  months  to 115 

Of  this  number  there  have  been  honorably  dischg'd  26 

Brought  back  because  not  properly  cared  for 2 

u  a     for  not  responding  to  their  tickets 8 

"  "     for  bad  conduct 3 

Returned  themselves  because  not  well  treated 4 

Number  absent  on  tickets  of  leave  April  1,  1862...  72 

115 


Of  the  five  boys  recommitted  during  the  past  eighteen 
iftonths  there  was 

Discharged  by  Court 1 

Time  expired 1 

Returned  to  care  of  parents 3       5 

Since  the  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  a  more  thorough 
examination  has  been  given  the  boys  who  are  brought  before 
the  Police  Justices  of  the  city,  and  the  commitments  to  the 
School  per  year  in  consequence  have  been  greatly  diminished, 
the  number  committed  for  a  year  and  a  half  being  tAvo  less 
than  previously  re^Dorted  for  a  year. 

Twenty-three  boys  have  escaped  from  the  School  during 
the  past  eighteen  months,  and  thirteen  previously  reported  as 
escaped  have  been  returned,  making  the  number  actually 
absent  as  running  away,  ten. 

You  will  remember  that  escapes  from  the  School  increased 
as  the  School  increased,  until  in  the  fourth  year  thirty-one 
were  reported  as  leaving  in  this  way,  and  the  question  of 
granting  freedom  and  privilege,  which  resulted  in  so  many 
escaping,  became  a  serious  one.  We  therefore  take  pleasure 
in  stating  that  during  the  past  two  years  the  number  leaving 
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US  in  this  waj  lias  gradually  diminished,  until  with  a  larger 
number  of  boys  we  have  per  year  only  about  half  the  number 
of  escapes,  and  at  the  same  time  the  boys  have  enjoyed  more 
freedom  than  ever  before. 

Where  boys  are  so  freely  trusted  it  would  be  no  wonder  if 
we  lost  in  this  way  more  than  have  ever  been  reported  for  a 
single  year,  and  even  if  many  escaped  we  believe  that  the 
moral  influence  of  freedom  and  feeling  of  home,  instead  of 
prison,  with  those  remaining,  would  offset  the  loss;  at  the 
same  time  a  community  do  not  want  to  support  an  institution 
for  reformation  if  a  large  proportion  of  those  placed  there 
frustrate  the  design. 

While  our  success  in  this  particular  during  the  past  eighteen 
months  has  been  much  better  than  in  past  years,  yet  we  are 
not  satisfied.  Were  the  same  effort  put  forth  to  retake  a  bo^ 
escaping  from  the  School  that  is  put  forth  in  most  all  other 
institutions  of  this  kind,  escapes  would  be  a  rarity.  We 
believe  it  a  duty  due  the  boy  and  the  School  that  if  he  runs 
away  he  should  be  returned,  no  matter  what  the  effort  or  cost 
required  to  accomplish  the  result. 

We  have  not  discharged  from  the  School  as  rapidly  lately 
on  account  of  a  preference  being  given  to  the  tickets  of  leave. 
We  frequently  grant  a  ticket  of  leave  to  a  boy  who  is  doing 
well,  when  we  could  not  grant  his  discharge.  We  find  that 
these  tickets,  in  many  instances,  shield  a  boy  from  temptation 
and  keep  him  from  doing  wrong.  The  difficulty  with  many  of 
our  boys  is  lack  of  stability  to  withstand  temptation ;  their 
disposition  is  to  do  right,  but  they  have  not  moral  strength 
sufficient  to  refuse  the  entreaties  and  tempting  offers  of  those 
who  would  lead  them  astray.  These  tickets  are  renewed  each 
month  if  the  boy  is  doing  well,  and  the  fact  of  having  to 
return  the  ticket  every  month  and  obtain  a  new  one  does  much 
towards  regulating  the  conduct  of  the  boys  who  receive  them. 
In  cases  where  the  boy  returns  to  his  own  home  the  parents 
frequently  give  more  careful  attention  to  the  boy's  conduct 
than  they  otherwise  would  do,  fearing  that  if  the  boy  does  not 
do  well  he  will  be  returned  to  the  School. 


12  SIXTH    REPORT   OF    THE 

We  have  lately  heard  from  or  seen  nearly  all  of  the  seventy- 
two  hoys  now  ahsent  on  tickets,  and  with  hut  one  exception 
they  are  doing  well.  Generally  these  tickets  are  continued 
for  a  year,  and  then  if  the  holder  is  doing  well  a  discharge  is 
grantecf. 

There  have  heen  committed  during  the  different  months  as 
follows : 

Octoher,  1860 8 

November,  "  5 

December,  "  3 

January,  1861 7 

February,    "   2 

March,         "  0 

April,  "  0 

May,  ''  6 

June,  "   3 

July,  "   4 

August,        "  5 

September, "  8 

October,       "   10 

November,  "  10 

December,  "  11 

January,  1862 3 

February,    "   5 

March,         "   4 

Total 94 

Those  committed  confessed  to 

Grand  Larceny 7 

Petit         "        37 

Vagrancy 18 

Homeless 16 

Intemperance 3 

Truancy 3 

Uncontrollable 5 

Burglary 5 

Total 94 
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The  nationality  of  those  committed  is 

Illinois 19 

Massachusetts 2 

New  York 19 

Pennsylvania 2 

Michigan 4 

Wisconsin 2 

Ohio 1 

Indiana 2 

Maine 1 

Connecticut 3 

Maryland 1 

New  Hampshire 1 

Vermont 1 

Virginia 1 

New  Jersey 1 

Kentucky 1 

Ireland 12 

Germany 9 

England 3 

Canada 6 

Poland 1 

Prance 1 

Italy 1 

Total 94 

Their  parentage  is  as  follows  : 

Irish 54 

German 11 

English 8 

Scotch 5 

Erench 1 

American 12 

Jew 2 

Italian 1 

Total 94 
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Their  ages  ■w:ere : 

Six  years  of  age 1 

Seven  "  2 

Eight  "  3 

Nine  "  4 

Ten  "  10 

Eleven  " 11 

Twelve  "  12 

Thirteen  "  14 

Fourteen  "  11 

Fifteen  "  16 

Sixteen  " 4 

Seventeen   "  5 

Eighteen  " 1 

Total 94 

The  average  age  is  12  years  7  months  and  20  days. 

As  to  the  social  condition  of  their  homes : 

Had  lost  both  parents 18 

"       their  fathers 36 

"  "     mothers 28 

Had  step  parents 13 

"    intemperate  parents 1 

"  "  fathers 31 

"  "  mothers 5 

Parents  quarrelled 12 

"       had  been  in  alms  house 2 

The  average  number  in  connection  with  the  School  during 

the  year  is 229 

Average  number  engaged  in  departments  on  the  premises .  ..181 
Those  discharged  during  the  year  have  been  in  connection 
with  the  School  an  average  of  1  year  and  10  months. 
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WORK  DEPARTMENTS. 


The  average  number  of  boys  employed  in  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Institution  has  been  as  follows : 

Shoe  Shop 29 

Tailor  Shop 20 

Knitting  Room 33 

Farm 29 

Grading  and  Improving 12 

Dormitories 6 

Bakery 2 

Kitchen 4 

Laundry 10 

Whitewashing  and  Painting 2 

Carpenter  Shop 1 

General  Work 25 

Dining  Rooms 8 

Total 181 

In  the  Laundry  there  have  been  washed  and  ironed  83,674 
pieces.  In  the  Knitting-Room  the  boys  have  made  873  pairs 
of  stockings  and  repaired  2,472  pairs.  Some  of  our  smaller 
boys  were  for  a  short  time  engaged  in  combing  bristles,  for 
which  we  received  $47.16.  • 


TAILOR   SHOP. 

ARTICLES.                                                                                                                                                              MADE.  MENDED. 

Jackets 735  1320 

Pairs  Pants 960  2763 

"    Suspenders 1234         


16  SIXTH   REPORT   OF    THE 


Caps 404  262 

Shirts 382  2400 

Mattress  Ticks 29  115 

Pillow  Cases 19  76 

Window    Curtains 12  15 

Aprons 123  26 

Sheets 323  484 

Pillow   Slips 321  136 

Towels 89  53 

Spreads 87  37 

Blankets 182 

SHOE    SHOP. 

Pairs  of  Shoes  fitted  on  contract 1860 

"      Women's  Shoes  made  on  contract 400 

Saddle-bags "  "       852 

Pairs  of  Brogans "     796 

"      Brogan  Boots "     10 

"      Women's  Shoes..     "     81 

"      Shoes  mended 1029 

''      Boots       "        28 

GARDEN   AND   FARM. 

AKTICLES  PEODUCED. 

Bushels  of  Potatoes 486 

"          Peas 10 

"          Navy  Beans 16 

"          Carrots 20 

"          Tomatoes 20 

"          Cucumbers  12 

"           Onions 119 

"          Bush  Beans 15 

"          Parsnips  20 

"          sweet  corn 30 

"          Beets 32 

Heads  of  Cabbage 2136 

Pumpkins  ajid  Squashes 390 
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Tons  of  Hay 8 

Pounds  of  Pork 2896 

The  total  amount  earned  by  the  boys  on  work 

aside  from  that  required  for  themselves  is....        $1,663  81 

Cash  received $838  91 

Sold  but  not  yet  collected 359  15 

Work  on  hand  not  sold 465  75       $1,663  81 


The  amount  of  work  accomplished  and  the  compensation 
received  for  the  same  is  better  than  in  any  previous  year ;  it 
is  the  first  year  there  has  been  any  receipts  to  the  Institution 
from  work  contracted  for. 

The  work  done  this  year  has  not  been  of  a  steady  nature, 
but  has  come  to  us  in  small  quantities  of  various  kinds,  which 
have  needed  to  be  attended  to  when  the  opportunity  offered 
for  doing  it.  Most  of  our  work  for  other  parties  has  been 
done  in  the  Shoe  Shop,  and  with  but  one  exception  the  labor 
performed  has  been  contracted  for  by  the  article,  and  not  by 
the  day's  work  of  the  boys. 

"While  these  contracts  have  been  a  help  to  us  in  the  way  of 
furnishing  employment,  yet  their  shortness  and  uncertainty 
have  caused  us  a  good  deal  of  inconvenience  and  shifting 
in  work  departments.  Perhaps  really  the  greatest  benefit 
derived  therefrom  has  been  the  extra  means  of  furnishing 
employment,  and  the  increased  facility  afi'orded  the  boys  of 
learning  more  in  the  way  of  a  trade  than  could  have  been  ob- 
tained otherwise.  The  boys  working  in  these  departments 
have  been  so  arranged  that  each  one  has  had  the  opportunity 
of  learning  all  of  the  kind  of  work  he  was  doing. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  amount  earned  by  the  boys 
has  been  done  without  the  aid  of  machinery,  our  earnings  will 
compare  very  favorably  with  several  other  similar  Institutions. 
Previous  to  last  year  it  has  always  been  necessary  to  employ 
some  one  to  make  a  portion  of  the  clothing  needed  by  the 
boys,  and  generally  they  had  but  one  suit.  The  boys  in  the 
Tailor  Shop  have  during  this  year  made  all  the  clothing  needed, 
2 
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furnishing  a  second  suit  to  each  boy  both  of  winter  and  sum- 
mer clothing,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  extra  suits,  such  as 
are  needed  for  the  general  use  of  the  School.  We  have  not 
had  the  amount  of  work  for  the  boys  this  year  that  is  desirable, 
and  we  still  need,  as  stated  in  our  last  report,  other  depart- 
ments of  labor  to  enable  us  to  furnish  a  reasonable  amount  of 
employment  to  each  one  in  connection  with  the  School.  In 
all  our  work  departments  a  less  number  of  boys  would  perform 
a  larger  amount  of  work  and  do  it  better. 

Our  hours  of  labor  are  the  same  as  reported  last  year — five 
hours  per  day — three  in  the  morning  and  two  in  the  afternoon. 
We  do  not  believe  in  over-tasking  a  boy  for  the  few  cents  he 
may  earn  in  a  day,  to  the  detriment  of  his  study  and  recrea- 
tion ;  but  the  time  he  is  employed  it  is  important  that  he 
should  have  work  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  go  at  his  task 
with  a  will.  The  formation  of  industrous  and  steady  habits 
is  one  of  the  strong  helps  to  a  boy  when  again  he  acts  for 
himself,  to  enable  him  to  withstand  temptation. 
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FINANCES. 


Inventory  of  Furniture  and  Stores  on  hand  March  31, 1862 : 

Office  and  Library  Furniture $    189  54 

School  Books  and  Furniture 211  64 

Dining  Room  Furniture 207  02 

Hall  Furniture 7  00 

Dormitory  Bedding  and  Furniture 1,023  36 

Clothing 2,341  98 

Shoe  Shop  Furniture  and  Tools 283  48 

Bath  Rooms  and  Warming  Rooms  Fur.       101  62 

Boy's  Kitchen  Furniture 63  25 

Laundry  Furniture 97  62 

Carpenter's  Tools  and  Lumber 117  39 

Farming  Tools 128  40 

Officers  Dep.  Bedding  and  Furniture...       640  73 
Hospital  and  Medicine  Room  Furniture      140  67 

Bakery  Furniture 157  35 

Chapel  Furniture 75  25 

Tailor  Shop  Stock  and  Furniture 120  72 

Vegetables  and  Groceries 491  55 

Dry  Goods  and  Bedding  (Store  Room)  1,111  98 

Farm  Stock 97  00 

Willow  Cuttings 294  41   $7,90196 


Our  expenditures  for  eighteen  months  have  been  as  follows 

PROVISIONS. 

Flour $2,141  48 

Corn  Meal 78  28 
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Molasses 705  08 

Codfish 64  83 

Tea 136  63 

Rice 231  96 

Coffee 310  44 

Saleratus,  Cream  Tartar  and  Soda 7  65 

Sugar 275  17 

Salt  Pork 126  00 

Fresh  Meat 1,220  61 

Butter 340  58 

Vinegar 14  24 

Salt 28  44 

Hominy 64  49 

Beans  39  40 

Small  Groceries 59  94 

Potatoes 48  15 


CLOTHING. 

Shirting $221  22 

Buttons 41  48 

Thread 99  37 

Drills  and  Dennims 155  71 

Ginghams  and  Checks 6  23 

Satinetts  and  Cassimeres 2, 353  51 

Wadding 35  20 

Linseys,  Linings  and  Canvass 96  27 

Hats,  Caps  and  Trimmings 62  65 


HOUSEHOLD    DRY-GOODS. 

Sheeting $278  70 

Ticking 40  11 

Table  Linen 20  47 

Crash 26  84 

Pins,  Needles,  Combs  and  Thimbles 30  57 


$5,893  37 


$3,071  64 


$396  69 
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FURNITURE. 

Beds  and  Bedding $391  06 

Stoves  and  Pipe 457  9T 

Crockery  and  Glassware 42  99 

Curtains  and  Fixtures 30  30 

Wooden  Ware 12  00 

Cutlery 3T  13 

Lamps  and  Lanterns 87  69 

School  Furniture  and  Books Ill  65 

Hardware 17  71 

Carpenter's  Tools 12  54 

Farming          "     94  68 

Sofa,  Tables  and  Chairs 104  00 

Door  Matts 15  25 

Carpeting 75  19 


Dining-Room  Furniture . 

Tinware 

Coal  Hods 

Willow  Baskets 

Brooms  and  Brushes 


44  75 
18  39 
17  74 
2  00 
72  61 


$1,645  65 


OFFICERS' 

Aggregate  for  eighteen  months. 


SALARIES, 


Superintendent 

Matron 

Three  Teachers 

Clerk 

Overseer  in  Yard 

"  "  Shoe  Shop, 
"  "  Tailor  "  , 
"         on  Farm , 

Watchman 

Cook  and  Baker 

Laundress 


,031  19 


GENERAL    EXPENSES. 

Shoe  Shop  Stock  and  Tools $1,070  40 

Kerosene  and  Lard  Oil 327  03 
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Woolen  Yarn 231  90 

Stationery 76  17 

Festivals 70  16 

Soap 368  64 

Manure 138  25 

Rewards 13  45 

Fodder 29  60 

Sundries 22  41 

Traveling  expenses  visiting  other  Re- 
formatory Institutions 95  05 

Hammock  Rope 17  21 

Bath  Brick 3  01 

Sunday  School  Papers 7  30 

Railroad  Tickets  and  Livery 163  30 

Medicine  and  attendance  of  Physician  260  22 

Postage 11  76 

Fuel 908  78 

Teaming 334  09 

Printing  Annual  Report,  &c 107  44 

Legal  Expenses 223  50 

Garden  Seeds  and  Plants 11  97 

Funeral  Expenses 20  00 

Insurance 75  00 

Poultry 5  00 

Reform  School  Commissioner 600  00 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

Finishing  Basement  to  New  Building.  ,  400  40 

Basement  under  Main  Building 849  70 

Addition  to  School  Room 273  87 

Moving  Buildings  in  Yard .* .  . .  16  00 

Building  House  over  Tank  at  Wind  Mill  107  15 

Plumbing 529  46 

Lumber 593  22 

Wind  Mill  Expenses 289  11 

Paint,  Oil  and  Glass 237  61 


^5,191  64 
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Board  of  Workmen 

135 

138 

690 

137 

105 
62 
38 
80 
25 
39 
13 
40 

00 

Services  of  a  Mason,  Plastering. 

50 

"        "    Carpenters 

"        "   Man  overseeing  Boys 

on  Improvements 

Hardware 

Stucco,  Lime  and  Cement 

'  work 

00 

50 
83 
45 

Window-sash 

94 

Teaming 

Boiler  for  Well 

75 
00 

Sewerage  and  Gutter  Pipe 

Smoke-jacks 

Covers  for  Sewers 

28 
95 
60   $4,804  32 

TS. 

RECEIP 

36 

3 

6 

23 

152 

576 

237 

24 

8 

$28,034  50 
80 

1  •/ 

"      Boxes "     

20 

Flour  Sacks "     

90 

Molasses  Barrels , 

55 

Board  of  Workmen 

50 

Contract  Work 

86 

"                 "      repaired 

Stockings  sold 

Total  expenditures  for  18  months. 
Deduct  am't  paid  for  Improvements . . . 

10 
95 

58   $1,070  44 

...$26,964  06 

$4,804 
600 

32 

00     5,404  32 

for  1^ 

Makes  the  current  expenses 

^months.. $21,559  74 

Average  cost  per  capita  of  181  Boys  on  the  premises, 
as  shown  by  the  total  expenditures  of  the  Institution 
per  year $99  31 

Average  cost  per  capita  of  181  Boys  on  the  premises 
as  shown  by  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution 
per  year $79  41 
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Average  cost  per  capita  of  229  Boys  in  connection 
with  the  School,  as  shown  by  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Institution  per  year $62  76 


While  our  Improvements  have  been  made  with  economy,  as 
the  amount  of  work  accomplished  for  the  amount  of  money 
expended  will  show,  our  expenses  in  this  department  have 
necessarily  been  large,  yet  the  total  amount  paid  out  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  School  has  been  about  $1,000  less  per  year. 
Our  cost  per  capita  of  those  on  the  premises  as  per  the  current 
expenses  of  the  School  is  $1.36  less.  The  saving  to  the  In- 
stitution in  expenditures  by  ticketing  boys  out  is  shown  by 
the  difference  of  cost  per  capita  of  $16.65.  If  the  experiment 
of  ticketing  proves  to  be  for  the  boys'  good,  as  we  believe  it 
will,  the  saving  financially  to  the  city  will  be  valuable.  Our 
saving  for  this  year  in  consequence  is  $3,646. 

We  believe  the  boys  have  been  more  comfortably  provided 
for  in  every  way  than  in  any  previous  year;  yet  while  this 
has  been  our  aim,  we  have  at  the  same  time  kept  a  careful 
watch  over  expenditures,  believing  that  in  these  times  the 
strictest  economy  ought  to  be  enforced  consistent  with  the 
object  of  the  Institution. 

GOVERNMENT. 

The  School  has  been  governed  on  the  same  principle  as 
heretofore.  We  have  relied  upon  a  change  of  grades  as  a 
means  of  punishment,  and  advancement  in  them  as  a  means 
of  encouragement,  and  have  found  the  boys  all  the  more  will- 
ing and  obedient.  We  have  no  need  of  cells  for  ugly  boys, 
or  any  place  that  might  be  called  a  secure  place  of  confine- 
ment. Several  boys  during  the  year,  to  whom  our  attention 
has  been  especially  called  by  the  police  when  bringing  them 
to  the  School,  have  always,  on  understanding  our  good  wishes 
for  their  welfare,  conformed  cheerfully  to  the  rules  of  the 
School. 

We  do,  however,  need  a  department  where  boys,  on  first 
entering  the  School,  may  be  placed  until  they  have  developed 
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•  tlieir  real  character,  and  until  they  shall  have  started  in  the 
path  of  reformation,  before  mingling  with  the  rest  of  the 
School.  Also  a  department  "vvhere  our  smallest  boys  can  be 
kept  by  themselves,  without  ever  meeting  with  the  rest  of  the 
School,  except  at  times  of  a  general  gathering.  You  will 
have  observed,  in  perusing  reports  from  other  Reformatory 
Institutions,  that  several  of  them  have,  during  the  past  year, 
classified  their  inmates  into  entirely  separate  departments, 
thus  by  their  deeds  enforcing  the  argument  in  favor  of  the 
separation  of  older  from  the  younger,  and  of  the  better  ones 
from  the  more  depraved.  Even  if  we  had  not  the  experience 
of  others,  I  believe  from  your  observations  made  during  your 
regular  weekly  visitations  to  the  School,  you  must  be  fully 
convinced  of  the  importance  and  pressing  need  of  these  addi- 
tional departments  to  our  Institution. 

We  have  not  found  any  inconvenience  from  the  removal  of 
the  bars  and  blinds  from  buildings,  as  noticed  in  our  last  re- 
port. The  privileges  and  comfort  of  the  boys  have  been 
greatly  increased  since  our  last  report,  and  their  behavior  has 
corresponded  with  the  advancement.  Our  grades  are  so  ar- 
ranged that  there  is  a  constant  striving  among  the  boys  to 
reach  the  higher  grades.  In  departments  of  work  the  boys 
have  in  their  behavior  and  attention  to  their  duties  made 
marked  advancement ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  them  in  School. 

We  believe  our  boys  have  realized  more  fully  than  ever  be- 
fore the  fact  that  the  Reform  School  is  a  liome  and  place  for 
good  training,  rather  than  a  place  of  punishment  for  wrongs 
they  may  have  committed,  or  ills  they  may  have  suffered. 

The  appointment  of  a  Commissioner  about  a  year  ago,  in 
accordance  with  an  act  of  our  Legislature,  has  been  of  great 
service  to  the  School.  Before  a  boy,  often  on  account  of  the 
hasty  examination  necessarily  given  him  before  the  Police 
Court,  frequently  came  to  the  School  with  the  impression  that 
he  was  unjustly  sent,  or  that  some  other  boy  connected  with 
him  needed  reformation  the  most.  The  thorough  examination 
of  our  Commissioner  take  away  these  excuses  in  a  great  meas- 
ure.    Frequently  the  boy  is  dismissed  by  the  Commissioner 
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the  first  time,  on  the  promise  to  do  better,  and  coming  before 
him  the  second  time,  is  sent  to  the  School  having  the  feeling 
when  they  come  to  us  that  they  really  needed  reformation, 
has  had  a  strong  influence  with  a  number  of  those  com- 
mitted in  inducing  them  to  make  persistent  efforts  to  correct 
their  bad  habits. 

Frequently  the  most  difficult  part  of  our  government  is  to 
convince  a  boy  that  there  is  any  one  in  this  world  who  really 
cares  for  him,  or  is  willing  to  extend  to  him  a  helping  hand. 
A  lad  about  twelve  years  old,  who  knew  nothing  of  his  history 
and  who  had  for  a  long  time  slept  in  packing  houses  and 
earned  his  living  by  singing  songs,  came  to  us  a  few  months 
ago.  For  a  long  time  by  his  looks  and  actions  he  showed  that 
he  was  suspicious  of  every  one ;  it  seemed  almost  impossible 
to  make  him  believe  that  he  would  find  true  friends  anywhere. 
After  one  of  our  holiday  entertaiments,  as  the  boys  were  bid- 
ding me  good  night,  he  came  up  very  quietly  and  taking 
off  his  hat  said,  "I  thank  you  for  what  you  have  done  for 
me.  Sir  !"  The  happiness  expressed  in  that  short  sentence 
repaid  me  for  all  previous  efforts  to  convince  him  of  my  good 
wishes  towards  him.  This  is  but  one  of  many  occurrences 
illustrating  how  early  in  life  these  boys,  being  familiar  with 
vice,  become  distrustful  of  every  one. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  basement  noticed  in  our  last  report  as  being  finished 
under  grade  of  honor  building,  has  been  fitted  up  for  a  bath- 
room and  play-room  for  the  grade  of  honor  boys,  a  vegetable 
cellar,  grocery  store-room,  and  bakery. 

The  room  formerly  occupied  as  a  bakery  on  the  main  floor 
has  been  fitted  up  for  grade  of  honor  dining-room,  and  the 
former  dining-room  for  a  dormitory  for  grade  of  honor  boys. 
The  large  dormitory  up  stairs  in  this  building  has  been  fitted 
up  exclusively  for  a  chapel.  On  account  of  the  weakness  of 
the  joists  in  the  honor  dining  room  it  was  found  necessary  to 
remove  the  ceiling  and  put  in  spring  joists,  thus  relieving  the 
ceiling  from  danger  by  the  tramping  overhead. 
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Last  ^11  we  contracted  for  a  basement  under  the  main  build- 
ing, which  has  been  fitted  up  into  a  play-room  25  by  50,  a 
bath-room  18  by  60,  a  kitchen  and  laundry.  This  has  given 
us  more  room  on  the  main  floor,  and  our  dining  rooms  for  each 
grade  of  boys  have  been  enlarged  and  refitted,  making  them 
much  more  comfortable  and  pleasant.  The  old  kitchen  on  the 
main  floor  has  been  fitted  up  for  a  clothing  room.  An  addi- 
tion 18  by  22  has  been  built  on  to  the  southwest  end  of  main 
building,  giving  us  an  additional  room  on  the  main  floor,  and 
helping  to  form  part  of  the  addition  to  the  school-room,  which . 
was  19  by  65,  and  has  been  enlarged  to  41  by  54  with  two 
recitation  rooms  each  12  by  16  adjoining.  New  desks  and 
seats  have  been  furnished  throughout,  enabling  us  to  seat 
comfortably  two  hundred  boys  two  in  a  seat.  Before  we  could 
not  accommodate  over  a  hundred  without  crowding.  A  main 
entrance-way  to  the  school-room  has  been  built  on  the  inside 
of  the  building,  nearly  five  feet  wide,  and  the  outside  one 
closed  up.  Our  Hospital  has  been  refitted  and  plastered  and 
furnished  with  iron  bedsteads.  In  the  main  yard  the  old  car- 
penter shop  and  coal  shed  have  been  removed.  The  shoe  shop 
and  old  play-room,  which  formerly  occupied  the  centre  of  the 
yard  have  been  removed  to  a  line  fronting  west,  parallel  with 
the  west  end  of  the  dormitory,  thus  giving  us  a  yard  free 
from  obstructions  and  much  pleasanter  for  the  boys.  Our 
shoe-shop  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to  accommodate  forty  boys, 
and  the  old  warming-room  fitted  up  for  a  tailor-shop. 

A  house  has  been  built  over  the  tank  at  the  wind-mill  so  as 
to  protect  it  from  frost.  Three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet 
of  new  sewer  has  been  laid  from  the  buildings,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  of  new  fence  built  around  the  main  yard. 
The  heavy  northeast  gale  last  fall  nearly  destroyed  our  well, 
filled  the  pipe  to  the  mill  with  sand  and  seriously  damaged 
the  mill.  A  new  well  has  been  sunk  at  the  mill  and  a  boiler 
purchased  for  a  larger  one  at  the  lake.  The  pipes  from  the 
lake  had  to  be  taken  up,  cleaned  out  and  relaid.  A  new  shaft 
has  been  purchased,  and  we  are  now  putting  up  a  stronger 
and  better  mill. 
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New  sheds  have  been  built  near  the  barn  for  coal  and  wood 
and  the  smaller  buildings  on  different  parts  of  the  premises 
moved  together.  Besides  the  improvements  to  the  buildings 
our  boys  have  done  a  great  deal,  under  the  charge  of  an  officer, 
in  grading  and  sodding. 

FAVORS. 
The  Congregational  Herald^  Christian  Times,  Nortliivestern 
Christian  Advocate  and  the  Chicago  Evening  Journal,  all  pub- 
lished in  the  city,  and  the  Advocate  and  Cruardian,  published 
in  New  York,  have  been  regularly  furnished  us  through  the 
kindness  of  the  Publishers.  We  have  also  received  two  hun- 
dred hymn-books  from  the  Chicago  Sunday  School  Union,  one 
car-load  of  evergreens  from  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad, 
one  hundred  copies  monthly  of  the  Child  at  Home,  from  Tut- 
hill  King,  six  volumes  for  the  Library  from  Mrs.  Geo.  Cobb, 
two  hundred  Testaments  and  twelve  Bibles  from  the  Chicago 
Bible  Society.  All  of  these  favors,  so  kindly  bestowed  during 
the  year,  have  been  valuable  to  us  in  helping  to  make  cheerful 
the  Reform  School  Home,  and  in  reminding  the  boys  that 
there  were  those  in  the  busy  world  who  thought  of  and  cared 
for  them. 

TRUSTS. 

We  have  given  the  boys  in  connection  with  the  School  the 
same  trust  and  confidence  during  the  past  eighteen  months 
that  has  been  granted  to  them  heretofore.  The  visits  of  the 
whole  school  to  the  lake  and  to  adjoining  fields  for  recreation 
have  been  even  more  frequent  than  in  previous  years.  De- 
cember 24th,  1860,  we  gave  permission  to  all  the  boys  in  the 
three  highest  grades  in  school,  who  desired  so  to  do,  to  go  to 
the  city  and  spend  Christmas  with  their  friends,  with  the 
understanding  that  they  were  to  return  before  six  o'clock 
Wednesday  evening,  the  26th.  Forty-six  boys  accepted  the 
privilege,  and  all  returned  as  agreed  before  the  time  specified. 
Our  boys  in  honor  have  attended  the  State  Fair  and  other 
similar  places  since  our  last  report.  We  have  also  granted 
permission  to  the  usual  number  of  boys  to  visit  their  friends 
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in  the  city  on  Saturdays,  remaining  over  the  Sabbath  and 
returning  Monday  morning. 

HEALTH. 

We  have  again  been  greatly  favored  by  a  kind  Providence 
in  the  general  health  of  the  School.  Accompanying  this  you 
will  find  the  report  of  our  Physician,  which  gives  the  cases  of 
sickness  and  death  that  have  occurred. 

We  have  to  notice,  and  for  the  first  time  I  believe  in  the 
history  of  the  School,  the  death  of  an  officer,  Mr.  Nicholas 
Brashler,  who  was  connected  with  the  School  for  about  two 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  was  compelled  to  resign  his 
duties  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  died  December  25th,  1861. 
The  funeral  services  were  held  in  our  chapel  December  27th. 
He  was  a  faithful  and  kind  officer ;  while  prompt  in  his  duties 
he  at  the  same  time  won  the  afi'ection  of  the  boys. 

The  same  carefulness  in  reference  to  food,  sleeping  apart- 
ments, cleanliness  and  appropriate  recreation  has  been  exer- 
cised this  year  that  was  noticed  in  our  last  Report. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  progress  of  the  boys  in  their  studies  is  shown  in  detail 
by  the  Report  of  our  Teacher,  herewith  presented. 

For  the  past  nine  months  all  the  boys  have  been  in  one 
school-room,  under  the  charge  of  a  lady  teacher,  with  two  lady 
assistants.  We  tried  the  experiment  at  the  commencement 
as  a  matter  of  economy,  also  believing  that  if  successful  the 
influence  would  be  beneficial  to  the  boys.  So  far  the  arrange- 
ment has  worked  remarkably  well,  and  at  once  illustrates  the 
disposition  of  the  boys  to  good  behavior. 

Our  Teachers  have  manifested  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  boys,  not  only  as  to  their  progress  in  their  les- 
sons, but  in  all  the  departments  of  the  Institution,  often  sac- 
rificing their  own  time  to  afi"ord  the  boys  instruction  or  amuse- 
ment which  Avould  be  elevating  and  pleasing  in  its  nature. 

The  enlargement  of  our  room,  with  increased  facilities  for 
ventilation,  and  the  cheerful  aspect  of  the  same,  together  with 
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the  addition  of  recitation  rooms,  lias  placed  our  inmates  in  a 
much  more  favorable  position  to  earnestly  prosecute  their 
studies.  The  usual  amount  of  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
cultivation  of  music.  It  has  often  proved  a  cheerful  lesson, 
animating  and  making  happy  both  teacher  and  scholar,  not 
only  in  the  school-room  but  throughout  all  the  departments  of 
the  Institution. 

We  have,  perhaps,  the  most  difficult  class  of  children  to 
interest  in  study  that  can  be  found  anywhere.  Almost  the 
first  wrong  step  with  nearly  all  of  those  who  come  to  us  is 
truancy  from  school  because  they  dislike  to  study.  Quite  a 
number  of  our  older  boys  come  to  us  ignorant  even  of  the 
alphabet.  The  great  majority  of  those  who  come  to  us  have 
made  but  very  little  advancement  in  their  studies,  consequently 
the  patience  and  constant  effort  to  interest  required  is  greater 
than  in  any  other  school.  A  boy  may  learn  a  trade  and  see 
the  advancement  he  makes  daily ;  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  have 
him  see  that  close  attention  to  his  books  will  result  in  equally 
profitable  advancement.  Often  the  most  beneficial  lessons 
that  can  at  first  be  successfully  taught  in  our  school-room  are 
lessons  of  morality,  cleanliness  and  politeness,  and  these  per- 
haps of  the  simplest  kind,  having  to  commence  with  the  alpha- 
het  in  these  departments. 

RELIGIOUS. 

Our  regular  Sabbath  morning  services  have  been  maintained 
as  usual.  Our  Sabbath  School  has  continued  with  increased 
interest.  The  anniversary  exercises  of  the  Sunday  School 
were  held  in  the  chapel  Sunday  afternoon,  Jan.  12th,  1862,  at 
which  time  reports  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31,  1861,  and 
for  the  year  closing  at  the  same  time  were  presented.  Thirty- 
two  of  the  boys  received  certificates  for  reciting  perfect  lessons 
during  the  quarter. 

A  presentation  of  a  gilt  Testament  to  each  one  of  the  boys 
reciting  perfect  lessons  during  the  quarter,  and  of  a  handsome 
Bible  to  eleven  others  for  perfect  lessons  during  the  year,  was 
made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  through  their  President, 
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Hon.  Mark  Skinner.  These  presentations  were  made  unex- 
pectedly to  the  boys,  there  having  been  no  intimation  of  such 
presents  previously  given,  or  even  thought  of,  until  the  sta- 
tistics for  the  year  Avere  compiled.  Remarks  were  made  to 
the  boys  by  Judge  Skinner  and  Col.  Henry  Smith,  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  inciting  them  to  strive  to  do  right  and 
merit  the  approbation  of  their  friends  in  all  things.  Five 
members  of  the  Board  and  about  sixty  friends  of  the  school 
were  present. 

September  26th,  1862,  having  been  set  apart  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  a  day  of  humiliation  and  prayer, 
our  school  and  work-shops  were  closed.  Rev.  W.  A.  Nichols, 
of  Cleaverville,  addressed  the  boys  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  the  Superintendent  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon ;  at  four  o'clock  the  boys  gathered  in  the  school-room 
and  spent  an  hour  in  singing. 

Our  morning  and  evening  exercises  during  the  week  have 
been  conducted  as  usual.  We  again  record  our  thanks  to  the 
kind  friends  who  have  so  faithfully  assisted  us  in  our  Sabbath 
morning  exercises  and  in  the  Sunday  School.  The  affectionate 
words  and  kind  counsels  of  many  the  boys  will  never  forget. 

HOLIDAYS. 
Thanksgiving,  1860,  the  boys  assembled  in  the  chapel  in 
the  morning  and  listened  to  a  discourse  from  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Roy,  and  in  1861  from  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Tuttle.  The  usual 
dinner  of  good  things  was  given  to  the  boys  in  the  afternoon 
of  both  days.  Christmas,  1860,  the  desks  and  benches  were 
removed  from  the  school-room  and  the  room  decorated  with 
evergreens,  banners  and  mottoes.  A  number  of  friends  were 
invited  from  the  city,  together  with  the  teachers  in  connection 
with  the  Sunday  School,  to  meet  with  the  boys  in  the  evening. 
Forty-six  were  present  and  made  themselves  at  home  with  the 
boys.  We  held  our  party  from  five  to  half-past  eight  o'clock, 
during  which  time  the  boys  were  in  the  school-room,  at  liberty 
to  talk  or  engage  in  quiet  games,  which  they  did  in  an  orderly 
and  gentlemanly  manner,  that  would  scarcely  be  excelled  by 
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a  company  of  two  hundred  persons  you  would  find  anywhere. 
The  tailor-shop  was  converted  into  a  dining-room,  and  at  eight 
o'clock  the  boys  went  in  by  companies  and  received  a  boun- 
tiful supply  of  apples,  nuts  and  candy.  During  the  evening 
the  boys  gathered  in  groups  and  sang  a  number  of  pieces  for 
the  friends  who  were  present.  After  the  boys  retired  to  their 
sleeping  apartments  they  requested  permission  of  the  officer 
in  charge  to  give  three  cheers  for  the  School,  which  was 
granted  and  given  with  a  will. 

Christmas,  1861,  the  parents  and  relatives  of  the  boys  were 
permitted  to  spend  the  afternoon  with  them  and  bring  them 
such  tokens  of  remembrance  as  were  appropriate.  Banners 
and  evergreens  were  again  called  into  requisition,  until  our 
chapel  presented  a  beautiful  appearance,  where  the  boys 
received  their  relatives.  During  the  afternoon  general  exer- 
cises were  had,  consisting  of  singing  and  declamations  by  the 
boys  and  addresses  from  others.  At  dark  the  boys  bid  their 
friends  good  night  and  retired  from  the  chapel.  Many  of  the 
parents  of  the  boys  who  were  present  learned  to  appreciate 
the  benefits  of  the  Institution,  for  the  first  time  understanding 
how  much  was  done  to  make  their  boys  comfortable  and  happy. 

New  Year's  1861  and  '62  were  given  up  to  holiday  festivi- 
ties. On  both  occasions  the  boys  put  on  their  Sunday  suits, 
and  about  noon  commenced  calling,  in  companies  of  from  six 
to  ten  each,  on  the  Superintendent  and  his  wife  at  their  rooms. 
Each  boy  was  met  at  the  door  as  he  entered  with  a  "Happy 
New  Year."  After  a  few  minutes'  pleasant  conversation 
refreshments  were  furnished,  and  wdien  the  boys  retired  a  word 
of  good  advice,  suitable  to  the  disposition  of  each  one,  was 
given  as  they  left  the  room.  These  calls  were  continued  until 
all  the  boys  in  school  had  made  their  annual  visit. 

July  4th,  1861,  was  given  up  entirely  to  the  celebration  of 
the  National  Independence.  The  boys  arose  at  five  o'clock 
and  went  to  the  lake  to  bathe ;  on  returning  went  to  the 
Superintendent's  rooms  and  received  each  a  package  of  fire- 
works. They  then  proceeded  to  the  play  ground  and  com- 
menced a  promiscuous  morning  salute.     The  boys  made  fifty 
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or  sixty  kites  of.  various  shapes  and  sizes,  all  containing  the 
Red,  White  and  Blue ;  many  of  them  were  in  the  air  at  the 
same  time  and  presented  a  beautiful  appearance.  At  two 
o'clock  the  whole  school  sat  down  to  a  dinner  of  good  things, 
the  merits  of  which  were  fully  discussed.  After  dinner  the 
boys  proceeded  to  the  school-room,  where  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  was  occupied  in  general  exercises,  consisting  of  reading 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  declamations  and  patri- 
otic songs.  About  one  hundred  visitors  were  present  during 
the  day.  After  the  exercises  in  the  school-room  the  boys 
were  given  the  privilege  of  adjoining  fields,  for  recreation, 
until  half-past  eight  o'clock,  when  they  were  called  to  bed. 
All  the  exercises  passed  off  pleasantly,  without  quarreling  or 
accident. 

These  festive  occasions  are  bright  spots  in  the  history  of 
many  of  our  boys,  and  greatly  strengthen  the  link  of  affection 
and  mutual  confidence  between  the  officers  and  the  inmates. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this  report,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  earnest  demands  continually  made  upon  me  by  the  boys 
for  reading  matter.  Our  Library  has  not  been  replenished  in 
a  long  time,  and  many  of  the  boys  have  read  and  re-read  the 
books  contained  therein.  Many  of  the  books  have  become 
worn  out  from  constant  reading,  although  properly  cared  for 
by  the  boys.  Every  day  I  am  obliged  to  refuse  applications 
for  books  or  papers.  I  believe  it  one  of  the  permanent  aids 
to  the  cultivation  of  moral  and  industrious  habits,  that  the 
boys  who  desire  it  should  have  an  abundant  supply  of  appro- 
priate and  interesting  reading. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  eighteen 
months  since  it  was  Avith  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  that  we  could 
obtain  suitable  places  for  any  of  our  boys.  Every  one  seemed 
to  think  that  "Reform  School"  meant  a  "bad  boy."  We 
succeeded,  however,  after  some  time  of  persistent  effort,  in 
placing  a  few  of  our  best  boys  in  good  places  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  State.  The  result  has  been  pleasing  to  us  and 
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beneficial  to  the  School.  The  conduct  of  the  boys  first  sent 
out  induced  the  neighbors  surrounding  them  to  call  on  us  for 
more  of  the  same  kind.  As  the  boys  have  gone  out  the 
demand  has  kept  increasing,  until  we  have  not  been  able,  for 
the  past  few  months,  to  fill  the  applications  which  have  been 
made  for  them. 

We  find  that  the  recommendations  often  furnished  us  by 
applicants  are  not  as  reliable  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  in 
several  instances  our  boys  have  had  to  leave  their  places  on 
account  of  improper  treatment  or  influences ;  but  to  the  credit 
of  the  boys  we  are  glad  to  say,  in  almost  every  instance,  they 
have  found  employment  in  the  same  neighborhood  and  con- 
tinued to  do  well.  We  call  attention  to  these  facts  for  the 
purpose  of  suggesting  that  some  means  be  adopted  whereby 
we  may  know  to  a  certainty  the  character  of  the  family  where 
a  boy  is  going,  that  while  we  cannot  fill  all  our  applications 
we  may  select  the  best  of  them. 

I  take  pleasure  in  alluding  to  the  interest  manifested  by  the 
officers  in  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  the  boys,  also  to 
the  readiness  with  which  they  always  perform  their  duties  and 
acquiesce  in  the  requirements  of  the  school.  The  influence 
exerted  over  the  boys  thereby  is  much  more  beneficial  than  in 
past  years. 

With  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  continued  kind 
assistance  and  encouragement  which  you,  as  a  Board  and  as 
individuals,  have  constantly  rendered  me  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties,  and  trusting  that  you  may  ever  see  such  good 
results  constantly  being  attained,  under  the  blessing  of  an 
overruling  Providence,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Chicago  Reform  School,  as  will  abundantly  reward  you  for 
your  continued  interest,  this  Report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  PERKINS,  Superintendent. 
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PHYSICIAN'S    REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Chicago  Reform  School : 

Gentlemen  : — I  take  pleasure  in  herewith  presenting  the 
Medical  Report  of  the  School  for  the  eighteen  months  ending 
with  the  first  of  April,  1862. 

During  this  time  but  one  death  has  occurred.  Thomas  Daily, 
aged  13  years,  died  of  disease  of  the  brain  May  4th,  1861. 
But  one  other  case  of  disease  of  any  seriousness  or  duration, 
was  had  during  the  time.  This  was  a  case  of  rheumatism, 
which  remained  in  the  hospital  under  treatment  for  several 
weeks,  terminating  in  perfect  health.  For  the  larger  portion 
of  the  time,  the  hospital  has  been  entirely  free  from  patients 
of  even  transient  ailment,  all  the  inmates  of  the  institution 
being  in  vigorous  health. 

The  remarkable  exemption  of  the  School  from  sickness,  epi- 
demic or  otherwise,  for  so  long  a  time,  is  worthy  of  notice. 
This,  under  Providence,  I  ascribe  to  the  great  attention  paid 
to  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  institution. 

The  diet,  exercise,  sleep,  cleanliness  and  habits  of  the  boys 
have  been  carefully  attended  to.  The  present  Superintendent 
readily  discovered,  after  his  appointment,  the  necessity  of 
giving  not  only  nourishing  food,  but  that  variety  in  diet  which 
rapidly  growing  boys  so  much  crave,  and  without  which  the 
appetite  and  health  fail. 

Attention  to  this  particular,  I  believe,  has  contributed  largely 
to  the  good  health  and  healthful  appearance  of  the  inmates  of 
the  School. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  congratulate  the  Board  on  the  excel- 
lent results  that  are  being  attained  by  this  noble  institution. 
Respectfully, 

JOSEPH  P.  ROSS,  M.D. 
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TEACHER'S   REPOET. 


To  the  Superintendent  of  the   Chicago  Reform  School : 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  usual  custom,  I  herewith 
submit  you  my  report  of  the  School  for  the  past  eighteen 
months,  ending  April  1st,  1862. 

TABLE    No.  1. 

Number  of  Boys  registered  during  the  year 306 

"       who  have  left  the  School 132 

"       connected  with  the  School  at  present 147 

TABLE    No.  2. 
Attainments  of  those  who  have  left  the  School. 

Number  reading  in  Sanders'  Fourth 37 

"  "  "        Third 42 

"  «  "        Second 22 

"  "  "        First 18 

"  "  "        Primer 13 

DAVIES'    PBACTICAL    ARITHMETIC. 

Number  advanced  to  Fractions 21 

"             "              Reduction 16 

"       studying  Intellectual  Arithmetic 42 

"       advanced  to  Fractions 9 

"             "              Division 20 

"             "              Multiplication 11 

"             "              Subtraction ^ 2 

"       who  had  studied  Geography 14 

WRITING. 

Number  who  could  write  well  67 

"  "  "      simple  sentences 15 

"  "  "     their  names 32 
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TABLE    No.  3. 
Attainments  of  190  Boi/s  connected  with  the  School  Oct.  1st, 
1860,  a7id  as  they  have  entered  during  the  eighteen  months. 

Number  reading  in  Sanders'  Fourth 51 

"  "  "        Third 64 

"  "  "        Second 70 

"  "  "        First 72 

"  "  "        Primer 49 

DAVIES'    PKACTICAL    ARITHMETIC. 

Number  completed  the  Arithmetic  1 

"       advanced  to  Percentage 11 

"              "            Decimal  Fractions 22 

"               "            Reduction 17 

DAVIES'    INTELLECTUAL    ARITHMETIC. 

Number  advanced  to  Analysis 9 

"  "  Fractions 34 

"  "  Division 15 

"  "  Multiplication 44 

"  "  Subtraction 32 

TABLE    No.  4. 

Attainments  of  147  Boys  connected  with  the  School, 

April  1st,  1862. 

Number  reading  in  Sanders'  Fourth 20 

"         Third 42 

"  "  "         Second  42 

"      .       "  "         First 20 

"  "  "         Primer 23 

PRACTICAL    ARITHMETIC.  • 

Promiscuous  examples  in  Analysis 4 

"                 "               Duodecimals 15 

"                 "               Cancelation 18 

Studying  Intellectual  Arithmetic 71 

WRITING. 

Number  who  write  well 30 

"  "  simple  sentences 27 
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Number  who  write  their  names 40 

"       studying  Geography 42 

"  "        History 23 

"  "        Spelling  and  Defining 104 

"  "        Spelling 43 

History  has  lately  been  introduced  into  the  School,  and  has 
proved  a  pleasant  as  well  as  profitable  study. 

Perhaps  the  actual  advancement  of  the  boys  will  be  better 
shown  by  the  following  table: 

Promoted  from  Alphabet  to  Primer  41 

"  "      Primer  to  First  Reader 22 

"  "      First  to  Second       "       6T 

"  "      Second  to  Third     "       42 

"  "      Third  to  Fourth     "       17 

"         to  the  study  of  Intellectual  Arithmetic 77 

Advanced  to  Multiplication 22 

"  Fractions  42 

"  Interest 13 

Promoted  to  the  study  of  Practical  Arithmetic 48 

Advanced  to  U.  S.  Money 20 

"  Decimal  Fractions 15 

"  Cube  Root 13 

Promoted  to  the  study  of  Geography 77 

"  "  "  History 48 

During  the  past  year,  the  appearance  and  condition  of  our 
school  room  has  in  many  respects  improved.  It  has  been 
enlarged  to  double  its  former  capacity,  furnished  with  recita- 
tion rooms,  and  re-seated  so  as  to  conveniently  accommodate 
about  two  hundred  boys.  Owing  to  these  changes,  the  school 
was  very  much  unsettled  the  first  six  months,  and  the  boys 
could  not  make  that  progress  they  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
doing  since. 

According  to  their  respective  attainments  they  have  been 
classed  in  divisions ;  the  first  division  numbering,  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  30  boys,  the  second,  56,  and  the  third,  56.  The 
school  has  also  been  arranged  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  leave 
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but  one  boy  in  a  seat  during  the  recitation  of  classes,  thus 
enabling  us  to  note  more  particularly  the  deportment,  and  giv- 
ing the  boys  better  opportunity  to  prosecute  their  studies  with- 
out interruption. 

Before  closing,  we  should  feel  it  were  a  duty  omitted,  not  to 
speak  of  the  deportment  and  studious  efforts  on  the  part  of  our 
boys  to  accomplish  whatever  may  be  set  before  them.  Their 
willingness  to  apply  themselves  to  study,  their  gentlemanly 
and  respectful  bearing,  combined  with  their  happy  cheerful- 
ness in  school  and  out,  has  served  not  only  to  gain  the  admira- 
tion and  confidence,  but  love  of  their  teachers.  It  is  true  they 
are  impulsive  and  exciteable,  but  notwithstanding,  have  traits 
that  are  noble,  as  well  as  the  failings  which  have  placed  them 
in  the  position  they  occupy.  And  such  natures  need  sympa- 
thy and  encouragement  to  strengthen  their  good  resolves,  and 
support  their  first  efforts  to  amend. 

To  be  as  lenient  as  possible,  not  lacking  firmness,  never 
dealing  harshly  where  kindness  can  take  the  place,  and  always 
and  at  all  times,  when  we  find  them  employed,  engaged  in  their 
sports,  or  otherwise,  meeting  them  as  one  of  their  number, 
reveals  to  them  the  important  fact  that  we  are  sincere  in  our 
friendship  towards  them,  and  that  our  earnest  efforts  in  their 
behalf,  leading  us  to  exert  ourselves  for  their  success,  is  to 
promote  their  present  enjoyment  and  future  usefulness. 

May  we,  as  teachers,  while  assisting  to  train  these  boys  for 
usefulness,  forget  not  the  one  great  object  of  life,  so  to  instruct 
them  that  both  teacher  and  pupil  may  enter  into  that  higher 
and  holier  state  of  existence,  where  temptation  and  sin  are 
alike  unknown. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNA  McCREADY,  Principal. 
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REPOET 

Presented  at  the  Anniversary  of  the  Sunday  School  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Chicago  Reform  School,  January  12,  1862. 
The  Sunday  School  in  connection  with  this  Institution  was 
organized  the  second  Sabbath  in  January,  1860.  The  exer- 
cises that  day  consisted  chiefly  in  singing,  and  remarks  by  the 
Rev.  W.  A.  Nichols,  of  Cleaverville,  and  the  Superintendent. 
The  next  Sunday  following,  twelve  of  the  friends  of  the  school, 
from  Cleaverville  and  Hyde  Park,  volunteered  as  teachers, 
three  of  whom  are  still  connected  with  the  school,  viz :  Mrs. 
Hyslop,  Mr.  H.  P.  Bosworth  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Williams.  Other 
teachers  soon  joined  the  school,  who  are  still  with  us  in  the 
good  cause.  •  The  latter  portion  of  the  year  the  average  attend- 
ance of  teachers  was  about  thirty.  For  the  first  few  Sabbaths 
there  was  very  little  interest  among  the  boys  in  reference  to 
the  recitation  of  verses,  the  whole  school  reciting  only  375 
verses  during  the  first  quarter.  The  interest,  however,  in  this 
department  gradually  increased,  showing  a  recitation  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1860,  of  18,873  verses,  and  1,279  perfect 
lessons.  The  first  of  October,  1861,  we  efi"ected  a  more  com- 
plete organization  of  the  school,  and  commenced  a  register  of 
the  attendance  and  recitations  of  each  scholar.  Eleven  of  the 
boys,  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1860,  recited  ten  or 
more  perfect  lessons,  and  received  their  certificates  for  the 
same.  These  were  the  first  instances  of  the  year  where  any 
of  the  boys  committed  verses  to  memory  with  sufficient  regu- 
larity to  merit  the  reward  given  for  that  purpose. 

The  recitations  for  the  year  1861  have  been  as  follows: 

Number  of  verses  recited 38,689 

"  perfect  lessons 3,399 

"  certificates  given  out  during  the  year,  for 

ten  or  more  perfect  lessons  during  a  quarter,       160 
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Forty-seven  of  these  certificates  were  for  a  perfect  lesson 
every  Sabbath  during  the  quarter  in  which  they  were  given. 

Eleven  of  the  boys  have  received  certificates  every  quarter 
during  the  year,  and  have  recited  as  follows : 

VERSES.        PERFECT  LESSONS. 

Michael  McQuade 325  48 

Michael  McGue 994  51 

William  O'Malley 839  47 

August  Kappee 495  45 

Nicholas  Rudolph 614  48 

William  McDonald 415  45 

Oney  Summers 481  50 

William  Lacey 576  43 

James  VanBerschot 601  43 

Patrick  Finnessy 585  44 

Peter  Wilson 520  46 

These  young  friends  deserve  commendation  for  their  steady 
perseverance  during  the  whole  year,  in  so  successfully  carry- 
ing out  their  resolutions,  made  at  the  commencement,  to  com- 
mit to  memory  every  week  some  portion  of  the  Scriptures. 
Others  who  have  joined  us  since  the  year  commenced,  have 
shown  an  equally  commendable  zeal,  and  only  fail  of  having 
their  names  on  this  list,  because  not  with  us  a  sufficient  length 
of  time.  We  have  never  held  out  any  inducements  for  recit- 
ing a  large  number  of  verses,  but  in  preference,  have  recom- 
mended the  committing  of  six  verses  every  week,  by  all  those 
scholars  sufficiently  advanced  to  commit  verses  to  memory. 

Those  who  have  engaged  in  this  pleasant  exercise  during 
the  year,  have  done  so  of  their  own  choice,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  their  teachers.  No  enforcements  or  inducements  have 
been  used  by  the  general  government  of  the  school,  other  than 
those  ordinarily  used  in  Sunday  Schools.  We  trust  the  pre- 
cious truths  so  abundantly  treasured  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
our  boys  during  the  year,  may,  by  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, bring  forth  an  abundant  harvest. 

It  is  supposed  by  many  persons,  that  our  Sunday  School,  in 
its  organization,   is  much  more  permanent  than  almost  any 
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other,  but  the  facts  are  otherwise.  One  hundred  and  nineteen 
boys,  who  were  with  us  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  past  year,  have  during  the  year  left  us,  and  new 
faces  have  taken  their  places  in  the  classes.  Twenty-eight  of 
this  number  have  gone  into  the  army,  either  at  the  time  of 
leaving  us,  or  having  been  discharged  from  the  School,  have 
afterwards  enlisted. 

May  our  Heavenly  Father  watch  over  them,  keeping  them 
from  the  dangers  which  necessarily  surround  them  in  their 
occupation,  and  also  from  the  temptations  which  are  multiplied 
around  them.  We  trust  the  truth  they  may  have  committed 
to  memory  here,  together  with  the  kind  counsels  of  their 
teachers,  may  prove  a  lamp  to  their  feet  and  a  guide  to  their 
pathAvay. 

"We  have  suffered  very  much  in  our  Sunday  School  interest 
for  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  permanent  teachers.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  in  this  respect  we  shall  be  more  favored 
during  the  present  year. 

In  closing  this  Report,  we  would  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  devotion  to  their  classes  of  those  who  have  labored  with 
us.  We  believe  many  of  them  can  see  such  improvement  in 
their  scholars  as  to  abundantly  feel  repaid  for  the  effort 
bestowed.  Greater  still  will  be  the  blessings  which  perhaps 
Ave  shall  never  be  permitted  to  know  of  in  this  world. 

Let  us  with  faith  continue  to  labor,  committing  all  things 
to  him  who  guideth  all  things  to  his  honor  and  glory. 

J.  F.  CURTIS,  Secretarij. 


CHICAGO   REFORM   SCHOOL.  43 


LETTERS 

FROM  PARTIES  WITH  WHOM  BOYS  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  DISCHARGED, 
OR  ARE  ABSENT  ON  MONTHLY  TICKETS,  ARE  LIVING. 


July  8tli,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  neglected  writing  you  relative  to  W L .     He  is 

doing  pretty  well,  seems  contented,  and  will,  I  liope,  make  a  good 
citizen  by-and-by.  I  have  room  for  another  boy  if  you  have  some- 
what such  an  one  as  L .     I  will,  if  you  please,  send  for  him  soon. 

Respectfully, 


July  17th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

Your  kind  letter  to  H and  myself  was  received  and  should 

have  been  acknowledged  long  since.  However,  I  improve  this  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  a  few  lines  by  H ,  who  will  leave  here  to-morrow 

for  your  city  to  visit  the  School  and  see  his  parents.  He  will  return 
on  Monday.  I  do  not  understand  his  position  at  the  School,  but  think 
he  is  Avorthy  of  promotion.  He  will  think  much  of  anything  you  do 
for  him.  He  has  settled  very  well  here  and  is  very  saving  of  his 
money.  I  hope  to  see  him  in  the  way  of  taking  care  of  himself 
properly  before  he  leaves  me.  Respectfully  yours, 


October  14th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

Enclosed  is  J S 's  furlough.     I  am  happy  to  say  he  is  a 

very  good  boy,  and  would  like  to  keep  him  until  he  is  twenty-one 
years  old,  if  he  continues  to  be  as  good  a  boy  as  he  has  been  during 

the  time  he  has  been  with  me.     J says  that  he  is  contented  with 

me,  and  does  not  want  to  go  back  to  the  School,  although  he  speaks 
of  you  often  and  says  that  he  would  like  to  see  you.  I  intend  to  send 
him  to  school  this  winter.  Yours,  &c. 
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June  20tli,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  have  neglected  sending  you  the  ticket  of  J S until 

now.  The  boy  is  giving  very  good  satisfaction,  and  I  think  is  well 
satisfied  with  his  situation.  I  can  get  a  very  good  place  for  his  brother 
near  here,  if  you  will  let  him  go  by  making  proper  application. 

Truly  yours, 


May  2d,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  return  the  tickets  of  leave  you 
gave  to  James  and  John,  and  am  happy  to  tell  you  they  are  doing 
very  well  and  are  learning  a  trade.  Hoping  you  will  give  them  an- 
other ticket  or  a  full  discharge,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 


December  12th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

Can  you  send  me  a  boy  from  your  Institution  ?  I  know  four  sent 
here  during  the  present  year,  all  doing  well,  and  if  you  can  send  me 
one  similar  I  would  like  to  receive  him. 

Very  respectfully, 


May  4th,  1861. 
Sir:— 

I  herewith  send  you  answers  to  interrogations.     The  blank  was 

badly  soiled  when  I  received  it.     E is  getting  along  finely ;  I 

like  him  thus  far  verj/  well,  and  he  is  much  pleased  with  us  and  is 
very  anxious  to  remain.  Yours,  &c.. 


April  24th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you  to  let  you  know  I  like  J- 


I  like  him  first-rate,  and  he  likes  to  live  here.  He  is  ploughing  to- 
day, and  he  likes  to  be  on  the  farm.  I  don't  think  you  have  a  better 
boy  in  the  School.  Respectfully  yours, 


Dear  Sir:—  June  17th,  1861. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  the  boy  W.  H.  S.  is 
with  me  yet,  and  I  am  well  pleased  with  him.  He  does  as  well  as  a 
boy  can  do,  and  seems  to  like  his  place.  I  would  like  another  ticket 
for  him.  Yours  truly, 
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January  21,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

The  boy  S C ,  whom  I  took  from  the  Reform  School,  re- 
quests me  to  inform  you  of  his  condition  since  he  left  there.  He  was 
sick  a  short  time  after  he  arrived  here,  but  is  now  quite  recovered 
and  is  improving  very  much  physically.  His  general  conduct  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  his  becoming  a 
useful  member  of  society.  He  is  teachable  and  obedient,  and  appears 
to  appreciate  the  kindness  and  care  we  bestow  upon  him.  It  affords 
me  much  pleasure  to  report  thus  favorably  of  him,  both  morally  and 
otherwise ;  and  I  would  farther  say  that  I  have  not  seen  any  bad  or 
vicious  habits  since  he  came  here;  He  desires  to  be  kindly  remem- 
bered to  you  and  his  fellow-scholars. 

Respectfully  yours,  


November  12th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

Have  you  got  a  boy  of  the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  you  will 
send  me  ?  I  am  a  farmer,  and  a  boy  will  be  of  good  service.  One 
of  good  disposition  and  industrious  I  would  like.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  your  boys  in  this  neighborhood,  all  doing  well. 

Respectfully  yours, 


December  22d,  1861. 
Dear  Sir: — 

The  month  was  out  on  the  18th,  but  I  had  no  way  to  get  a  line  to 
the  post-office.     I  enclose  the  ticket,  as  you  requested.     I  think  that 

P is  contented  and  happy,  and  a  good  boy  as  could  be  expected. 

Says  he  likes  to  work  on  a  farm  and  take  care  of  horses  and  cattle. 

Yours  truly, 


46  SIXTH   REPORT   OF    THE 


LETTERS  FROM  EOYS. 


May  16th,  1861. 
Dear  Superintendent  : — 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  writing  these  few  lines,  hoping  to  find  you 
in  good  health,  as  it  leaves  me  at  present.  I  have  got  along  so  far 
very  well.     J.  W.  feels  quite  at  home  now  because  his  sisters  live 

over  in  C .     They  are  all  glad  he  is  here.     We  have  nice  times 

singing  the  "Red,  White  and  Blue,"  as  you  told  us  to  do  in  remem- 
brance of  the  school.  I  would  like  to  know  how  the  school  is  getting 
along  since  I  left.  My  best  respects  to  all  the  officers  and  the  boys. 
Please  write  soon.  Your  friend, 


August  11th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  suppose  you  will  be  surprised  to  hear  from  me  here.  It  is  the 
first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  communicate  with  you  since  I  saw  you. 
The  man  I  was  at  work  for  failed  a  few  days  after  I  saw  you  and  could 
not  pay  me.  I  told  him  I  had  got  to  quit  work  if  he  could  not  pay 
me ;  he  said  he  could  not,  so  I  quit  from  that  time.  My  mother  is 
poor  and  could  not  board  me  without  some  means.  I  told  her  I  would 
try  to  get  something  to  do.  An  acquaintance  of  my  mother  said  he 
would  take  me  out  into  the  country  and  get  me  a  place  on  a  farm ;  so 
I  went  out  with  him  and  got  a  good  place  with  a  farmer.  I  have 
been  out  here  one  month  last  Friday.  The  man  is  a  good,  honest 
farmer,  and  is  giving  me  ten  dollars  a  month  and  board.  I  like  farm- 
ing very  well.  I  am  sorry  that  I  could  not  write  before.  I  hope  you 
will  write  me  and  tell  me  what  you  think  of  my  situation. 

Yours  'truly. 


May  3d,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : 

F.  and  myself  like  our  places  very  much.  F.  is  four  miles  from 
me  and  I  see  him  every  little  while.  Mr.  W.  is  very  kind  to  me. 
He  has  two  sons,  one  the  same  age  as  myself  and  one  a  year  older ; 
they  are  very  kind  indeed  to  me.  A  gentleman  came  to  me  a  week 
or  two  ago  and  wanted  to  know  if  you  had  any  more  good  boys  left  at 
the  school.  I  told  him  that  you  had  plenty  of  good  boys  there,  and 
he  said  he  was  going  to  Chicago  to  get  one  the  next  day.  Mr.  W. 
will  write  you  to-morrow.     No  more  at  present. 
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September  6tli,  1861. 
Dear  Friend  : — 

I  have  often  tried  to  answer  your  last  letter,  but  circumstances 
seemed  to  be  adverse  to  my  doing  so.  However,  as  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity presents  itself  now,  I  seize  it  with  no  little  joy  to  communicate 
with  you.  ******  Jq  your  answer  to 
this  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  give  me  a 
detailed  account  of  how  my  brother  is  doing;  also,  as  I  have  lost  and 
forgotten  the  address  of  my  father,  I  wish  that  you  would  send  it  to 
me.     In  closing,  I  send  my  best  wishes  to  all  my  former  friends. 

Yours  indeed, 


March  4th,  1861. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  have  received  your  letter,  and  was  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  to 
know  that  you  were  all  well.  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  my  place, 
and  I  am  getting  along  very  well.  Mr.  S.  has  bought  me  some  paper 
and  ink,  and  I  have  formed  a  journal  in  which  I  write  down  every 
day  what  we  do ;  this  I  do  evenings.  Mr.  S.  intends  to  let  me  come 
to  Chicago  some  day  in  the  summer  and  visit  you. 

It  has  been  raining  very  hard  for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  and 
we  have  not  done  much  outside  work.  Mr.  H.  lives  on  the  north 
road  from  us,  and  says  he  will  write  to  you  next  week  for  a  boy.  I 
wish  you  would  write  to  me  soon.  I  am  yours  truly. 


February  1st,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  the  opportunity  to  write  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I 
have  left  Mr.  J.  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  and  many  things  which 
I  will  let  you  know  the  first  opportunity.  Having  been  ill  there  all 
the  summer,  as  well  as  J.  and  his  family,  I  found  I  could  not  stay 
there  any  longer,  so  I  came  over  to  Mr.  W.'s,  where  A.  is,  and  he 
kindly  gave  me  shelter.  I  am  still  with  him,  well  and  strong.  A. 
and  myself  are  well  and  comfortable.  Wishing  you  and  all  the  boys 
a  "  Happy  New  Year,"  I  remain,  Yours  obediently, 


October  17th,  1861. 
My  Dear  Friend  . — 

I  have  long  and  patiently  waited  for  a  letter  or  some  account  from 
you,  I  have  everything  which  can  make  me  happy,  but  one  thing, 
that  is  to  receive  letters  from  my  father,  who  is  in  California. 

*         *         *         *       I  have  bought  many  nice  and  instructive 
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books,  and  will  study  as  well  as  possible  this  year,  in  order  to  become 
a  learned  man.  I  hope  all  the  boys  in  the  Chicago  Reform  School 
are  improving.  There  is  one  word  for  you,  boys :  never,  never  regret 
to  study ;  it  is  better  to  you  than  all  the  money  you  would  possess, 
and  better  for  you  if  you  never  had  any  money  for  a  while.  With 
my  kind  regards  to  all,  I  remain.  Yours  respectfully, 


February  1st,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

Many  times  I  wished  to  write  to  you,  to  let  you  know  how  I  get 
along  since  I  left  the  School.  I  am  getting  along  with  Mr.  W.  very 
well  indeed.  He  is  kind  to  me  and  I  try  to  be  obedient.  Mrs.  W. 
and  the  boys  are  very  kind  to  me.  *  *  *         p   ^nd  L. 

have  left  their  places;  F.  is  living  with  Mr.  H.  and  L.  with  Mr.  P., 
and  are  going  to  school  every  day  and  doing  well.  Give  my  love  to 
the  officers  and  boys.  I  saw  by  the  papers  that  you  had  a  good  time 
Thanksgiving,  and  was  wishing  I  was  there  to  enjoy  it.     Good  bye. 

Yours  truly, 


August  18th,  1861. 
Sir:— 

I  now  write  a  few  lines  to  you,  after  a  long  silence,  and  I  hope  that 
the  same  will  come  safely  to  your  hands  and  inform  you  that  I  have 
joined  the  army,  to  defend  my  adopted  country.  I  purpose  to  write 
a  letter  to  you  and  my  parents  before  I  leave,  perhaps  never  to  return 
from  the  field  of  battle.  I  will  go  into  the  battle-field  and  try  to  do 
my  best,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  for  my  adopted  country,  and 
should  I  die  I  hope  that  God,  who  is  our  judge,  will  have  mercy  upon 
me.  You  have  always  been  kind  and  good  to  me,  and  in  you  I  put 
my  trust  in  this  world.  I  cannot  thank  you  enough  for  the  good  I 
received  from  your  hands,  for  if  it  had  not  been  for  you  I  do  not 
know  where  I  would  be  now,  or  what  would  have  become  of  me.  I 
have  to  thank  you  and  God  for  what  I  learned  while  I  was  with  you. 
I  hope  I  shall  return  again  and  see  you  after  this  struggle  for  Liberty 
has  ended.  ******  ^ 

I  have  traveled  considerable  since  I  last  wrote  to  you.     I  was  in 
^,       Mobile  last  winter,  where  I  saw  the  first  Palmetto  flag  raised,  and 
'  <^       where  I  had  to  leave  at  night,  shortly  after,  for  my  Northern  senti- 
ments. 

I  hope  the  boys  under  your  care  are  all  well.  Give  my  best  wishes 
to  all  of  them.  I  hope  they  all  will  grow  up  to  be  men  of  respecta- 
bility, and  be  men  that  will  do  good  to  all  mankind. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


